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Happy New Year!  The Huron County 
Community Library is eager to see what 
the new year will hold.  

Many of you are weekly visitors, so you 
know how rich the library is in resources 
– free books, eBooks, music, movies, 
online magazines, and programs for all 
ages.  And our MOST important resource 
– a staff that is ready and willing to help 
with all your information needs.

Please spread the word about how much 
you enjoy the materials and helpful staff 
at the library.  Please consider taking an 
extra copy of the newsletter to share with 
a friend (or if you are receiving this via 
email, forward it to some of the folks in 
your address book)!  There is nothing like 
a recommendation from a trusted friend.

The newsletter is only one venue for 
receiving library information.  We also 
use social media: Facebook - facebook.
com/huroncolib; and Twitter - twitter.com/
huroncolib. One of our goals this year 

is to increase our followers.  Will you 
please consider liking us on Facebook 
and following us on Twitter?  We post 
daily announcements about upcoming 
author visits, movie show times and titles, 
story times, and craft programs.  We also 
include tips for using your tablet, our 
online catalog, and registering for classes 
offered at the library.

We appreciate your willingness to share 
how much you like the library and 
how essential we are to you and your 
community.

You are important to us too. Thank you for 
your continued support. We look forward 
to serving you, your friends, and family in 
2015.

With kind regards, 
Laura Lee Wilson, Director
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By Charlotte Cunningham, 
Youth Services Manager and Children’s 
Program Coordinator

Attention shoppers! Look up! Look around! 
The blue light is flashing! Oops! Sorry! That 
was another time, another era. Back in 
my young adult life, I worked at a K-Mart 
while going to school. The best way to 
grab shoppers’ attention was to turn on the 
flashing blue light and announce the “blue 
light special.” Everyone knew that a bargain 
was waiting near the blue light.

Well, parents, I don’t have a flashing blue 
light, but I do have a bargain for you! The 

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten Challenge 
begins on January 5th. The pilot program 
began in Wakeman and North Fairfield with 
last summer, and is now available in Willard 
and Greenwich, too! The concept is simple; 
read 1,000 books with your child before they 
enter kindergarten and your child will reap the 
benefits for a lifetime! On top of that, it’s free! 

By joining the challenge, you will help your 
child strengthen their language skills and 
build their vocabulary for when they begin 
to learn to read. You will also develop a 
priceless bond with your child! 

If reading 1,000 books sounds daunting to 

Ready, Set...Read!
1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten

Winter is the perfect time to warm up 
with a good book. Participate 
in our new Adult Winter 
Reading Program for a 
chance to win prizes just 
for feeding your inner 
bookworm.

This program is intended 
to give adults some 
incentives to use their 
library card and spend 

cozy winter times with a warm blanket, 
a steaming mug of their favorite 
hot beverage and a good book. 

For each book read (eBooks 
count!) or audiobook listened to, 

you may enter your name in a prize 
drawing. 

Sign up at any of our four locations 
or ask a staff member for more 

information!

Adult Winter Reading Program - January 8-February 14
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Annual 
Friends of 
the Library 
Pet & Family 
Photographs

Santa was at the library 
on December 13th 
to visit with children 
and pets. Ned the Elf 
introduced his old friend, 
Santa and the fun 
began. 

Santa had presents 
for each child and pet 
that visited him. The 
children loved their 
holiday duck gifts, and 
of course the dogs loved 
their homemade peanut 
butter treats. Don’t 
worry, the kitties got 
something special too: 
dried beef treats.

Photography and prints 
were provided by 
Pumatography, a familiar 
face to many. Our 
Circulation Manager, 
Jen volunteers her 
Saturday each year to 
capture these special 
holiday moments for our 
patrons.
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Socialize 
With Us
Be the first to know 
what’s happening 
at the Huron 
County Community 
Library!

 .com/huroncolib

 
    

Share 
With Others
The Huron County 
Community Library 
could use your 
help. Like us on 
Facebook and 
follow us on Twitter 
to see our posts 
in your news feed.  
Whenever you 
see something 
interesting going 
on, comment and 
click share to tell 
your friends! 

E-Newsletter 
Sign-up
You can now 
subscribe to 
receive our 
newsletter via 
email on our 
website. Visit 
huroncolib.org, 
click “Newsletter 
Mailing List,” and 
enter your email 
address. It’s that 
easy!

Socialize 
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at the Huron 
County Community 
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The Huron County 
Community Library 
could use your 
help. Like us on 
Facebook and 
follow us on Twitter 
to see our posts 
in your news feed.  
Whenever you 
see something 
interesting going 
on, comment and 
click share to tell 
your friends! 

E-Newsletter 
Sign-up
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subscribe to 
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newsletter via 
email on our 
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huroncolib.org, 
click “Newsletter 
Mailing List,” and 
enter your email 
address. It’s that 
easy!
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you, it shouldn’t. A five year old entering 
kindergarten can be exposed to 1,826 
stories just by reading one story a day. 
That’s doable! 
Everyone loves a bargain, so stop in the 
Youth Services Department in Willard with 
any questions. We can’t wait to share 
information about the program with you. We 
have compiled a list of our favorite books. 
We’d love to help you find some to take 
home and start reading with your child. 

“Reading is Snow 
Much Fun!”

The bargains just keep coming! You don’t 
even need a coupon! January 5th is also the 
beginning of our Winter Reading program, 
“Reading is Snow Much Fun.” The program 
is for kids of all ages. 

If you’ve ever participated in our Summer 
Reading program, you’ll find it is basically 
the same. You can earn weekly rewards 
for reading and try for a chance to win our 
“Grand Prizes!”

For the toddler/preschool-age crowd, there 
will be a weekly story time and craft. For 

the elementary school kids, there will be 
drop-in crafts, special programs and movies. 
Teens will have a program once a week on 
Mondays. Patrons of all ages will enjoy the 
Black Swamp Raptor program scheduled for 
Thursday, February 12th at 6 pm. Be sure 
to ask about the children’s winter reading 
program at all our locations.

You know it’s going to be cold outside! Why 
not pick a few books to take home, make 
some hot cocoa, grab a warm throw and 
curl up on the couch to read…It’ll be “Snow 
Much Fun!”

How about starting with these snow-themed 
titles?



By Gail Cummings, 
North Fairfield and Wakeman Branch Librarian

Happy New Year!  Last year flew by, and here 
we are facing a new one.  Are you a “make 
new year’s resolutions” kind of person?  
Many of us are, and we vow to eat healthier, 
exercise more, save more money, and learn 
something new - a skill or language.    The 
Huron County Community Library can help 
you stick to all these resolutions!    

If you’re looking to eat better, we have new 
cookbooks with great recipes to try.  If you’d 
like to exercise more, the free E.A.S.E. 
(Exercise with Arthritis made Simple 
and Easy) group meets in the Wakeman 
community room on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings. Stay limber and have a great time 
too!

Need to work on your finances, your taxes 
or estate planning?   We have great titles 
from leading finance experts, and occasional 
programs on personal finance through the 
year.    Learning a new skill is easy and free 
– check out the Learning Express Library 
link on our website.  There you can brush up 
on your math skills, learn a new computer 
program, or even study for occupational 
tests like the postal or nursing exam.  

Prepare to take the GED or learn about 
new careers like firefighting, teaching or 
something in the healthcare field.   Learn 
a new language with the Transparent 
Language Online link.  Choose from Spanish, 
French, German, and many more - the list is 
huge, and there’s no limit to how many you 
can learn. 

The library can help you improve your life 
in 2015 in so many ways.  Save money by 
checking out free movies and magazines, 
or stop in to read the local papers!  Check 
out eBooks on your eReaders.  Bring your 
children for free programs that help improve 
their reading and socialization skills.  Attend 
interesting adult programs on finance, 
couponing, local history and more.  Learn a 
new craft or a new way to garden.  Join our 
cookbook club and try some yummy recipes 
while making new friends.   

We look forward to helping visitors make the 
most of their library and their lives in 2015.  
See you there!  

Keep Your New Year’s Resolutions at the Library

Movies  
@huroncolib

Jan 2 @ 11am - 
Greenwich - Dolphin 
Tale 2 - PG, 107 min

Jan 6 @ 5:30pm - 
Willard - The Maze 
Runner* - PG-13, 113 
min

Jan 13 @ 5:30pm 
- Willard - Frozen 
Special Sing Along 
Version - PG, 99 min - 
Dress up encouraged. 
*Sign-up required.

Jan 20 @ 6pm - 
Willard - Boxtrolls - 
PG, 100 min

Jan 27 @ 5:30pm - 
Willard - Snow Dogs 
- PG, 102 min

Jan 30 @ 11am - 
Greenwich - Book of 
Life - PG, 94 min

Jan 30 @ 1:30pm - N 
Fairfield - Boxtrolls - 
PG, 100 min

*Children under 13 
must have permission 
slip.

www.huroncolib.org
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By Stephanie Buchanan, 
Greenwich Branch Librarian 

If you don’t like the weather in Ohio, just 
wait five minutes! I’m sure you’ve all heard 
this saying and know how true it is. Weather 
forecasters are predicting that the 2014-2015 
winter could be the worst of the century! It’s 
best to be prepared, so that you are not 
caught off guard when a severe storm hits. 

Here are a few preparedness tips to help 
you stay safe this winter:

- Keep your phone charged.
- Allow a slow drip of water from 
your faucets so that your pipes 
don’t freeze.
- Keep an emergency supply of 
food and medications, including 
pet food.
- Have a flashlight and a supply 
of extra batteries on hand.
- If you need to shovel snow, dress in layers, 
wear gloves, a hat, and warm socks to 
prevent frostbite. Don’t be in a hurry; shovel 
slow and steady, being careful not to over-
exert yourself.
- Check in on your neighbors.
- Keep an emergency kit with water, snacks, 
blankets and cat litter (to give your tires 

traction if you get stuck) in your car in case 
you get stranded.

When you’re prepared for a snow storm, it 
won’t seem so stressful when it arrives. You 
can curl up with a blanket, some cocoa, and 
a good book or movie from the library!

If you are interested in survival stories, here 
are a few suggestions:

Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand

Four Against the Wilderness: The True 
Story of a Father & His Three Teenage 

Children Shipwrecked Off the 
Coast of Alaska in Winter by 
Elmo Wortman

Between a Rock and a Hard 
Place by Aron Ralston

Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junder
 
We will be holding a workshop on how to be 
prepared on January 6 at 5pm in Greenwich. 
The program, “Living a Prepared Lifestyle” 
will give tips for surviving for several days in 
the midst of a natural disaster.

Be Prepared This 
Winter
Tips and Inspirational Stories to 
Take the Stress Out of Winter

“It’s best to be prepared 
for anything so that you 
are not caught off guard 

if a storm hits.” 

Fitness DVDs @
Home

There are so many 
great books, DVDs and 
entertainment options  
while you exercise that 
you can get for free at 
your local library. There’s 
no excuse not to do 
it! The Biggest Loser 
series of exercise DVDs 
is great for beginners or 
intermediate workouts. 
If you like yoga, try 
Yoga for Beginners 
with Rodney Yee. Tae 
Bo with Billy Blanks is 
a fast paced kickboxing 
workout. Zumba is 
great if you don’t like 
to exercise; just dance 
your way to better health! 
Leslie Sansone has 
walking workouts if you 
are new to exercising. 
The 10 Minute Solution 
series is perfect if you 
don’t have much time. 
For anyone that loves to 
exercise and is looking to 
get in to great shape, try 
the P90X workouts.
A “playaway” - a self-
contained book on an 
mp3 player - from the 
library can be your 
walking or jogging 
companion. Or, if you 
would like some new 
music while you are 
on the treadmill, check 
out the great music 
selections at each of our 
locations.www.huroncolib.org
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By Jen Farrell, 
Circulation Manager and Adult Program 
Coordinator

The wintry winds of Ohio bring with them 
an appetite for warm comfort food. What 
better treat than a steaming bowl of soup?! 
There are so many different types of soup 
that everyone, even the pickiest eater, can 
find a recipe that they like. There is even a 
National Soup Month, which just happens to 
be January!

A soup-related childhood favorite of many 
is the story Stone Soup. This French tale 
has been told and retold over the years 
by different authors and illustrators. A fan-
favorite among readers is the original by 
Marcia Brown, published in 1947. 

The story is about three starving travelers 
who stop at a village for food. The villagers 
do not want to share their food. And so the 
legend of stone soup begins. (I’d hate to 
ruin it for you. Check it out for the rest of the 
story.) You can make this story interactive 
and fun for the whole family by reading the 
book and then making the recipe with their 
help. (Just like the book there are several 
versions of the recipe and activities available 
online.)

Stone Soup
Serves 8
1 tablespoon butter or vegetable oil
1 medium onion, chopped
2 celery ribs, trimmed and chopped fine
1 large carrot, cut into coins
3 medium red potatoes, unpeeled, cut into 
halves
1/2 red bell pepper, chopped
1 large garlic clove, minced
6 cups chicken broth
1 medium zucchini, diced large
1 medium yellow squash, diced large
1/2 cup corn kernel
2 cups cooked pasta (optional)
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
1/4 cup Parmesan cheese, grated
1 cup croutons

Directions:    
Find a smooth stone and scrub it thoroughly. 
Put it in the bottom of a pot of water to boil 
while preparing the rest of the soup. (In 
a pinch, use a large potato as a symbolic 
‘stone’.) If making the soup with a group, 
ask each person to bring one or more of the 
ingredients.

In another large pot, melt the butter or heat 
the oil, and then saute onion on medium-

Celebrate National 
Soup Month
Books to feed your mind and 
your family

www.huroncolib.org

Books About 
Soup - Yum!
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Get Involved

We Want to Know

Is there a topic 
you’d like to learn 
more about, an 
expert you’d 
like to meet or 
an activity your 
family would 
enjoy? 

We want to know 
what kinds of 
programs you’d 
like to see at the 
Huron County 
Community 
Library. Send us 
a message on 
Facebook, tweet 
us @huroncolib, 
or stop by one 
of our locations 
and tell your local 
librarian. 

It’s our goal 
to serve our 
community, meet 
your needs, 
and foster your 
interests. Take 
this opportunity 
to get your voice 
heard. We’re 
excited to hear 
your suggestions!

high for 2-4 minutes. Stir in the celery, carrot, 
potatoes and bell pepper, sauteeing 6-8 
minutes. Add the garlic and saute about 30 
seconds. Then pour the broth into the  large 
pot.

Use tongs, a ladle or a large spoon to 
fish out the hot ‘stone’ and put it into the 
large pot. Heat to boiling. Add the zucchini, 
squash, corn and pasta, cooking another 
8 minutes or until the zucchini reaches 
the desired softness. Season to taste with 
salt and pepper. Before serving, sprinkle 
on cheese and croutons, then ladle into 
individual bowls, taking care not to serve the 
stone.

Another favorite soup comes from our 
Children’s Librarian, Charlotte. This delicious 
and hearty dish is a favorite among her 
family. 

Stuffed Pepper Soup
4 green peppers, diced
1 onion, chopped
1 can diced tomatoes
1 pkg Chi-Chi’s Fiesta Restaurante 
seasoning mix (use only as much as you 
like). If you have trouble finding this mix, you 
can substitute your favorite chili seasoning 
pkg. 

3 cups cooked rice
1-2 cans tomato juice (depending on how 
thick you like it)
1 pound ground beef

Directions:
Cook the ground beef, onion and green 
peppers together in a large soup pot until the 
meat is no longer pink and green peppers are 
tender crisp. Add the remaining ingredients 
and simmer on low until thoroughly heated.
Optional: Add a dollop of sour cream to each 
filled bowl or sprinkle with cheddar cheese…
Yum! Enjoy!!

Interested in more soup recipes and other 
great dishes? Join our Cookbook Club! The 
Cookbook Club meets once a month at all 
Huron County Community Library locations. 
Come to discuss recipes and tips or learn to 
cook with the help of other foodies.

Everyone is encouraged to pick their favorite 
recipes from the month’s cookbook and bring 
it to share with the group. It’s a night of good 
conversation, delicious food and fabulous 
fun at the library. The Willard Cookbook Club 
meets the last Wednesday of each month. 
Pick up January’s Cookbook at the Public 
Service Desk, and join us on January 28 at 
6pm for the first meeting.

www.huroncolib.org
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January Events
These are merely a select few of the events we 

have planned this month. See our full calendar of 

events on our website and Facebook page.

January 1 - Closed for New Year’s Day, All 
locations
January 11 @ 2pm - David Graves 
Program, Wakeman - Local historian David 
Graves presents an entertaining program on 
the history of Wakeman. Come learn about 
your town!
January 14 @ 6:15pm - Family Story Time, 
Wakeman - Don’t miss this opportunity to 
encourage a love of reading in every member 
of the family.
January 15 @ 5-6pm - “Snow Tarp” 
presented by Crawford County Park 
District, Willard *Sign-up required.
January 16 - Appreciate a Dragon Day - 
Participate in dragon-themed activities all 
day long in N. Fairfield and Wakeman.

Credit Monitoring
Start a tradition to get 
your free credit report in 
January and take control 
of your finances. Visit 
AnnualCreditReport.com, 
the official site to get the
free annual credit report 
that you’re entitled to 
by law.  There are no 
costs, subscriptions, 
memberships or 
obligations required to get 
your credit report on 
this site.

Greenwich
4 New Street
419-752-7331 ph
419-752-6801 fax
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January 21 @ 3-5pm - Study Hall, Greenwich - 
Hang out in our meeting room, work on homework 
with your friends and enjoy a healthy snack. 
Monthly - Cookbook Club - NEW!
Come discuss the cookbook of the month and share 
your culinary creations with fellow foodies.
- January 27 @ 6pm - Greenwich
- January 28 @ 6pm - Willard
 (Coming to N Fairfield & Wakeman February 2)
January 27 @ 1:30pm - Lewis Carroll’s Birthday 
Surprise! N. Fairfield - Celebrate the author of 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland with props and 
a photo booth. Post your pics on Facebook and 
Twitter, and tag Huron County Community Library!
January 29 @ 6pm - DIY Duct Tape Wristlets, 
Willard - Make a fashion statement with a handmade 
bracelet made from duct tape. Materials and 
guidance provided.
January 31 @ 11am - Handmade Hand Warmer 
Workshop, Greenwich *Sign-up required - We’ll 
teach you to create cute, reusable hand warmers.

Willard
6 West Emerald St.
419-933-8564 ph
419-933-4783 fax

Wakeman
33 Pleasant Street
440-839-2976 ph
440-839-2560 fax

N. Fairfield
5 East Main Street
419-744-2285 ph
419-744-2115 fax

www.huroncolib.org
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